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Welcome New Members
                    

Stevie Barfoot, Shawn & Chrissy Brower, Ashleigh Davidson, Steve Talley

The “Frisco Depot”
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From Your President 
Susan Gettys 

 
Here are some quotes about the purpose of photography (As published in a newsletter from the 
Washington Photo Safari): 
 

• Photography takes an instant out of time, altering life by holding it still. Dorothea 
Lange 

 
• A photograph is the pause button of life. Unknown 

 
• Photography is the story I fail to put into words. Destin Sparks 

 
• In photography, there is a reality so subtle that it becomes more real than 

reality. Alfred Stieglitz 
 

• Photography is the only language that can be understood anywhere in the 
world. Bruno Barbey 

 
• Taking pictures is savoring life intensely, every hundredth of a second. Marc 

Riboud 
 

• The camera is an instrument that teaches people how to see without a 
camera. Dorothea Lange 

 
Do any of these quotes resonate with you? 
 
One of my favorites is, “Taking pictures is savoring life 
intensely, every hundredth of a second.” I love to 
travel, and taking photographs of special and favorite 
spots allows me to go back and revisit that spot over 
and over again. I don’t have to leave the comfort of my 
home and fly halfway around the world to be reminded 
of the wonder I felt in Tanzania. I can just go through 
my photos and remember what a great time we had 
amongst all the animals we encountered along the way.  

 
Another favorite is, “Photography is the only language that can be 
understood anywhere in the world.”  
This photo shows a mother’s love for her baby. No words are needed to 
convey this meaning. The picture tells it all. 
 
What is one of your favorite photography quotes? Post it on our Club 
Facebook Page to share with your fellow club members. I think you will 
get some interesting comments on your favorite quotes. 
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MEETINGS AND EVENTS
CALENDAR
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PHOTOGRAPHY SKILLS NIGHT: “Tips for Food and Product Photography” • Thurs, 
SEPT 12, 7-9PM • Brentwood Christian Church, 1900 E Barataria Street in Springfield, Missouri
LEARN THE SECRETS FOR SUCCESSFUL FOOD AND PRODUCT 
PHOTOGRAPHY! Be sure to bring your camera Thursday evening. (Tripods are 
helpful though not necessary. If you don't have a camera, come to take notes or use your smart 
phone).  After a short presentation, we will practice what we have learned.

MEETING LOCATION: Meet Thursday, Sept 12 @7-9PM at Brentwood Christian Church, 
1900 E Barataria Street in Springfield, Missouri (east of Battlefield Mall). Park in the back park-
ing lot, then enter door off the parking area. Meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
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2ND THURSDAY CHAIRMAN
DAVID STOTTS

FFoooodd  ffoorr  TThhoouugghhtt  

  

  I thought it would be nice to offer a bit of a preview of our next 
skills night.  On our next gathering we will explore product and food 
photography.  I have given this a try a time or two, but all I can say is that 
this little adventure was trying. 
 Without a doubt both product and food photography are a sub set 
of still life.  However, as true as this is, it is far from your usual still life.  I 
believe lighting and positioning are the keys to a successful photo in 
either of these.  
 Glass is ssoo difficult, at least for me, to get right.  Glass reflects.  It 
seems to me that anything in the background will find it’s way into your 
image.  I tried a shot on our kitchen table one day.  The bottle of wine in 
my shot also included a reflection of our oven and refrigerator.  After 
making a few adjustments I thought I had it, but no, I simply changed the 
reflections for other things nearby.  Another problem was getting the 
light to properly highlight the shape of the bottle.  Wine bottles are 
simply seldom flat, and that is how my bottle of wine appeared. 
 With all of this said, a bit of education on this subject should be 
helpful for us.  I wish to thank a couple of our members for suggesting 
we take a dive into product and food photography, otherwise I would not 
ever have considered this as a part of our skills night.  It is a skill of which 
I believe we all might need a bit of coaching. 
 Sadly, here are a couple of my earlier attempts. Please laugh with 
me, not at me.       And by the way, you ain’t going to see the wine 
bottle. That my friends is the reason for the delete button. 
 
David Stotts 
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FEATURED PHOTOGRAPHER FOR SEPTEMBER

DAVID ESLICK
My name is David J. Eslick, I am a 
Photographer! And have been for three 
quarters of a century (boy, that makes me 
sound old). My real jobs were:  Meatcutter, 
(several local area stores), Advertising 
Coordinator (Associated Wholesale 
Grocers) and Meat salesman, but my 
passion is photography and local history. My 
journey with photography started much like 
some of yours, with a “box” camera when I 
was about 10 years old. From there until 
today has been a long, varied but fun 
journey.

I purchased my first 35mm camera, an AGFA with a 35mm lens for $100 from my 
cousin’s husband, Gene Anderson, owner of Ozark Camera in 1973. A wide-angle lens 
is great for groups or landscapes, but difficult for portraits and events, so in 1975, I 
purchased a Pentax ME with a 50mm and 150mm lens. Most of what I know about 
photography, Gene taught me. He taught me how to develop and print black & white 
photos in the Camera Center darkroom and my cousin, Virginia, was always there
encouraging me to learn. My other mentor was Marylou Brotherhood at Lawrence 
Photo who helped with my slides, which I later used in my product photography.
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In 1976, I established Eslick Photography as a division of Eslick Enterprises. My friend 
Dennis Smith was running for State Representative, and I was his photographer. This 
part of my adventure included photographing other Republicans and anything Repub-
lican happening in Springfield and Greene County. When my friend, U.S. Congressman 
Gene Taylor would bring one of Washington DC colleagues to speak, he would always 
introduce me as “The Official Greene County Republican Photographer”. 

I also did product photography for Independent Printing. One, that was the most fun, 
was for Red Rocket Fireworks, shooting backgrounds for their big packs of fireworks. 
Another product customer was Hush Puppies Shoes, I did three brochures for them. 
(And, yes, I did get a pair of Hush Puppies).

Weddings and family reunions were a big part of my business and in 1990, my friend, 
Bob Glazier, publisher of the Springfield Magazine gave me a press pass, saying “I hope 
this doesn’t get you in too much trouble”. Well, it didn’t, but I went to a lot of 
interesting places and met some interesting folks. I was able to cover the first Nike 
Open Golf Tournament (now, the PriceCutter Open), in 1991. Another Golf 
Tournament that was fun was the 2014 Bass Pro Legends of Golf, with Arnold 
Palmer and Gary Player. Another was the Tour of Missouri Bicycle Race in 2007 and 
2008. (I rode in a “chase” car with a 2000 Silver Medal Olympian bicyclist). I was with 
the magazine until it was sold, and I had 5 covers, 4 byline articles and several school 
class reunion photos. 
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Being a Springfield historian and serving as the Interim Director of the History Museum 
on the Square, makes me an historic preservationist. I have served multiple terms on 
the Springfield Landmarks Board and the Greene County Historic Sites Board, and 
appreciate old buildings and the opportunity for some great architecture photos.
My position on the Route 66 Association of Missouri Board gives me the opportunity to 
photograph and promote points of interest along the Route.

As the Founder of the “Birthplace of 
Route 66 Festival” that brings over 500 
cars and motorcycles and over 65,000 
people to downtown Springfield the 
second weekend of August, I enjoy 
classic cars and taking photos of them.  

Travel photography also intrigues me, 
with all the awesome vistas, interesting 
buildings and points of interest, each 
with a story of its own.
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I am the photographer for First Baptist Church, Springfield (the oldest Baptist church 
in Springfield) and I enjoy photographing the church buildings, the events and the 
people.

Of course, nothing beats taking photos of our families, especially our great 
grandchildren.

Chicago Fountain

First Baptist Church Congreation
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EXHIBITS

Susan gave an excellent review of our 2024 exhibits. We have one 
more team show to hang this year, a Team Show at the Nixa 
Community Branch Library. The theme is Abstract with photos by Jane 
Ballard, Susan Gettys, and Elaine Miller. Jane will be giving a 
presentation at 3:30 on Saturday, November 2, 2024. 

We have exhibits scheduled for 2025, including a new venue in Joplin! 

Club Shows: 

Joplin Public Library   3/1/2025 – 5/30/2025   Moments 

Gailey’s Breakfast Café 4/1/2025 – 6/30/2025    (Possibly a Team Show 

instead) Park Central Library   6/2/2025 – 6/28/2025   Toys and Collectibles 

Ozark Community Branch Library   8/1/2025 – 8/30/2025   Dog Days of 

Summer The Botanical Center   Dates and Themes to be determined 

Team Shows:

Republic Branch Library   3/1/2025 – 5/30/2025 

Midtown Carnegie Library   6/2/2025 – 8/30/2025   Color Our World (summer reading program) 

The Coven Collective   6/30/2025 – 7/30/2025 

The Library Center   7/1/2025 – 7/31/2025 

Schweitzer Brentwood Library   8/1/2025 – 9/30/2025 

Nixa Community Branch Library   10/25/2025 – 12/6/2025 

I will need promotional information by December for the Joplin Public Library and Republic Branch Library. 
It’s not too early to start planning!  

Updates to sizes and formats accepted will be coming by September. Watch for a pre-meeting 
presentation on How to Exhibit later this year or early next year. 
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Exhibits 
Our exhibits have been scheduled for 2025. Themes are included for club exhibits, but each team 
will come up with their own theme. The promotional information for the Republic Library is 
December 1, so we need to get this team formed soon. This is a theme show with 10-12 photos 
needed. The team can be 2-4 members. Email me at elmiller.photos@gmail.com or message me on 
Facebook if you are interested. 

Never exhibited? There will be a presentation at 6:00 on September 26 reviewing the entire process, 
starting with choosing a photo!  

  

Location 
Hanging / 
Due Date 

Take Down 
Club / 
Team 

Theme 
# 
Needed 

Botanical Center 1/9/2025 N/A Club Night Sky 8 

Botanical Center 2/27/2025 N/A Club Winter 8 

Republic Library 3/1/2025 5/30/2025 Team  10 - 12 

Joplin Public 
Library 

3/1/2025 5/30/2025 Club Moments 12-20 

Botanical Center 3/27/2025 N/A Club Patterns in Nature 8 

Gailey's Breakfast 
Cafe 

4/1/2025 6/30/2025 Club  24 

Botanical Center 4/24/2025 N/A Club Blooming Colors / Buds 8 

Botanical Center 5/22/2025 N/A Club Spring Flowers 8 

Midtown Carnegie 
Library 

6/2/2025 8/30/2025 Team Color Our World 20 

Park Central 
Library 

6/2/2025 6/28/2025 Club Toys & Collectibles** 20 - 30 

Botanical Center 6/26/2025 N/A Club Butterflies & Birds 8 

The Coven 
Collective 

6/30/2025 7/30/2025 Team  30+ 

The Library Center 7/1/2025 7/31/2025 Team  18 - 24 

Botanical Center 7/24/2025 N/A Club 
Harvest / Vegetables / Herbs 
/ Grass 

8 

Ozark Library 8/1/2025 8/30/2025 Club Dog Days of Summer 32* 

Schweitzer 
Brentwood Library 

8/1/2025 9/30/2025 Team  24 

Botanical Center 8/28/2025 N/A Club Wildlife 8 

Botanical Center 9/25/2025 N/A Club 
Japanese Garden / Hosta 
Garden / Rose Garden 

8 

Botanical Center 10/23/2025 N/A Club Fall / Fall Festival 8 

Nixa Library 10/25/2025 12/6/2025 Team  12 - 14 

Botanical Center 11/13/2025 N/A Club Sunrise / Sunset 8 



Page 16

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee is looking for members to fill the following positions: 

• President 
• Vice President 
• Secretary 
• Treasurer 
• Competitions 
• Field Trips Chair (or Co-Chair with David Eslick) 
• Publicity & PR 

Duties for each of these positions can be found in this issue. Please contact Elaine at 
elmiller.photos@gmail.com if you are interested or know someone who might be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members 

Stevie Barfoot 

Shawn & Chrissy Brower 

Ashleigh Davidson 

Steve Talley 

 
 

All Board members will have access to documents on the club’s Google Drive. This is where documents should 

● 
o 
o 

▪ 
audits the Treasurer’s accounts at the close of the year and reports their findings at 

▪ 

▪ 

o 

o 
o 

● 
o 
o 

o At the Fourth Thursday meeting, ask for approval of minutes and for a Treasurer’s Report.
o 

o 
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● 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o Ensure that the Club’s registration as a not

o Ensure that the Club’s web hosting and domain names are kept current.
o 
o 

● 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

o 

o 

● 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
● 
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o 
o 
o 



Page 19

● 
o 
o 

● 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

● 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

● 
o 
o 



Page 20

It’s time for the FALL Scavenger Hunt! As usual, there are six categories and you can create
and enter images in up to four of them. All images must be created between August 8 and
midnight on September 26. Please rename your files in the following format

YourName.ImageTitle.jpg
and make sure they are no taller than 1080 pixels or no wider than 1920 pixels (our PSA sizing.)
Be sure to include which category they are to be in!
Email your entries to jane@janeballard.com.

FALL SCAVENGER HUNT

GTC_night_class_2024_fall__1_.pdf (core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com) 
 
Jane Ballard 
26675 Kings River Road 
Shell Knob MO 65747 
417-825-4354 
 

       Introduction to Lightroom Classic and Photoshop Classses
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           Southwest Missouri
           Camera Club
https://www.facebook.com/swmocameraclub

          @SWMCC_cameraclub

https://www.instagram.com/SWMCC_cameraclub

SUPPORT SWMCC through our PUBLIC SOCIAL MEDIA SITES

To Find Current Announcements & Club News:
• Go to the Facebook Members’ Group (above). We 
 recommend that you bookmark this in your browser.
• In MENU BAR below cover image (shown above),
 click Featured.
• Scroll through current posts to locate details of 
 current meetings, competitions, field trips, exhibits  current meetings, competitions, field trips, exhibits 
 as well as other club news items.
• If you have trouble locating what you are looking 
 for, please feel free to post a question in the group 
 or contact the appropriate chairperson through 
 Facebook messenger.

          
Southwest Missouri Camera Club
(Paid Members Only Group)
www.facebook.com/groups/swmcc

              PRIVATE GROUP
           for MEMBERS ONLY

To Find Details related to Competition & 
Exhibits (instructions, submission forms, etc):
• Go to the SWMCC website (top of column). 
 We recommend that you bookmark this website.
• In MENU BAR at top of landing page (shown above),
 click MEMBERS ONLY.
• Enter the 2024 MEMBERS ONLY PASSCODE:• Enter the 2024 MEMBERS ONLY PASSCODE:
  GreatShot!  (includes exclamation point)
• Scroll the page for instructions and button links to 
 relevant documents available to view or download.

F          
www.swmocameraclub.org

           WEBSITE ACCESS to
      MEMBERS ONLY INFORMATION

New 2024 Website Passcode:  GreatShot!

SOCIAL MEDIA
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SWMCC 2024 BOARD MEMBERS

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer

Susan Gettys Jana Anderson Linda Wise Elaine Miller

Exhibitions Field Trip Co-Field Trip Past President

Vacant 
Position

Cynthia June David Eslick Summer McFall

Publicity Quarterly 
Competitions

Scavenger Hunt Second 
Thursday

Web
Administrator

Lori Decker Mary Edna
Wilson

Jane Ballard David Stotts Teresa 
Brown


